The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire . 

Old Pendle. 

The legend and folklore surrounding Pendle Hill in Lancashire, England, have long been a 
subject of fascination for The Lamb Club Barrowford both locals and visitors alike. With its 
majestic presence towering over the surrounding landscape, Pendle has become a symbol of 
Lancashire's rich cultural history and folklore. The hill has been the site of many stories of 
ghosts, ghouls, boggarts, fairies, and even dragons. In this study, we will explore the history and 
folklore surrounding Pendle Hill, focusing on the infamous Witch Trials that took place in the 
area in the 17th century. 

Pendle Hill is situated in the Forest of Bowland, a designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty in Lancashire, England. The hill rises to a height of 557 meters and offers stunning 
views of the surrounding countryside. Pendle has been a site of pilgrimage for centuries, with 
many visitors flocking to the hill to take in its natural beauty and sense of history. The hill has 
also been the inspiration for many literary works, including the famous poem, "Pendle Hill" by 
John Ruskin. 

One of the most famous stories associated with Pendle Hill is the Witch Trials that took place in 
the early 17th century. The trials were a result of a series of accusations of witchcraft that were 
made against several residents of the surrounding villages, including the matriarch of the 
Demdike family, Elizabeth Southerns, who was also known as Demdike. The accusations 
sparked a wave of paranoia and hysteria that resulted in the arrest and eventual execution of 
twelve people, ten of whom were found guilty of witchcraft and hanged on Gallows Hill in 
Lancaster. 

The story of the Pendle Witch Trials has become a significant part of Lancashire's folklore and 
has been the subject of numerous books, plays, and films. The trials have also inspired many 
visitors to the area to learn more about the history of witchcraft in England and the impact it had 
on the local community. 

Aside from the Witch Trials, Pendle Hill is also known for its natural beauty, with many visitors 
hiking the hill to take in its stunning views and enjoy the fresh air. The hill is home to a variety 
of wildlife, including birds such as jays, robins, rooks, sparrows, blackbirds, and skylarks. The 
streams and rivers that flow through the area are also home to a range of aquatic life, including 
fish, otters, and water voles. The hill is also surrounded by ancient woodlands, such as Malkin 
Tower, that are home to a variety of trees, including oak, beech, and birch. 

In conclusion, Pendle Hill is a fascinating site that is steeped in history and folklore. From its 
stunning views and natural beauty to the infamous Witch Trials that took place in the area, 
Pendle has captured the imaginations of people for centuries. Its enduring appeal as a site of 
pilgrimage and inspiration for artists and writers alike serves as a testament to the hill's 
significance as a cultural landmark in Lancashire's history. 


By Donald Jay 


